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The table at the entrance of Peterhead New Parish Church, prepared for the Remembrance Sunday service.  
The 

      
The magazine team would like to wish you all a wonderful  Christmas      

and a very happy, healthy and prosperous  New Year Φ 
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Mission Statement 
 
We seek through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and obedience to his commands to promote the 
worship, life and pastoral care of the parish; to dispense the sacraments; to be open to His Spirit 
so that we may discern Godôs will for the community of Peterhead and for the changing world and 
be empowered through prayer to carry it out. 

CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS 

 FLOWER ROTA  The Flower List is available to allow people to donate either money or  flowers on a 
particular Sunday in the year.  These flowers are then delivered to those  who are ill, 
those who are housebound, those who maybe think they are  forgotten about  because           
increasing frailty stops them coming each week, those who just need to know someone 
cares.  
Please speak to June, or add your name to the list in the vestibule if you wish to 
provide flowers for any of the Sundays not yet covered. 
You can either give money and some  one  else  will arrange flowers for you or you  can  
buy and arrange them yourself.   For further information, please speak to June Cowie. 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH   . 
Thanks again so much to everyone who helps with the Childrenôs Church. 
If anyone else would like to be included on the rota please speak to Julia 
or Ann so that a PVG can be completed for you. 
If anyone has any topics, ideas or crafts they would like to share with the 
children we would love to hear from you.                  

 
DATE  

  
  AFTER CHURCH 

  
FLOWER CHILDRENôS 

  
COUNTING 

 DOOR ROTA TEA ROTA ROTA CHURCH 
ROTA 

Dec      

7th J. Cowie, B. Stephen I. Stewart, S. Marshall Elsie Olga and Jennifer 
M. Glennie,               
M Simpson 

14th S. Buchanan, R. Mackenzie 
E. Johnstone,  E. Munro 

A. Milne 
S. Buchan Sylvia and Aileen 

A. Johnstone,         
E. Smith                                                           

21st  J. Copland, B Wood R. Murray, M. Thomson A. Duncan Pat and Mary 
J. Copland,              
R. Mackenzie                                                                                                                 

28th A. Grant, S. Scoular No teas  Elsie and Edna 
A. Grant,               
N. Grant 

Jan      

4th J. Copland, F. McKenzie S. Scoular, A. Grant  Sylvia and Aileen 
A. Florence               
TBA       

11th R. Mackenzie, B Wood M. Philip, C. McGee  Ann and Margaret 
S. Buchanan             
J. Copland                                                                                                                   

18th M. Simpson, M. Glennie A. Hastie, J. Wood  Pat and Mary 
M. Glennie,               
M Simpson 

25th S. Buchanan, R. Mackenzie S. Robertson A. Marshall  Elsie and Edna 
A. Johnstone,         
E. Smith                                                           

Feb      

1st J. Cowie, B. Stephen M. Gray, O. Hamilton  Ann and Brenda 
J. Copland,              
R. Mackenzie                                                                                                                 

8th A. Grant, S. Scoular S. Scoular, A. Turner  Olga and Jennifer 
A. Grant,               
N. Grant 

15th J. Copland, F. McKenzie I. Stewart, S. Marshall  Sylvia and Aileen 
A. Florence               
TBA       

22nd R. Mackenzie, B Wood 
E. Johnstone,  E. Munro 

A. Milne 
 Ann and Brenda 

S. Buchanan             
J. Copland                                                                                                                   

Mar       

1st M. Simpson, M. Glennie R. Murray, M. Thomson  Pat and Mary 
M. Glennie,               
M Simpson 

8th S. Buchanan, R. Mackenzie B. Stephen, A. Grant  Ann and Margaret 
A. Johnstone,         
E. Smith                                                           

15th J. Cowie, B. Stephen M. Philip, C. McGee  Olga and Jennifer 
J. Copland,              
R. Mackenzie                                                                                                                 

22nd A. Grant, S. Scoular A. Hastie, J. Wood  Sylvia and Aileen 
A. Grant,               
N. Grant 

29th  J. Copland, F. McKenzie S. Robertson, A. Marshall  Elsie and Edna 
A. Florence               
TBA       

If you are unable to come on any particular Sunday for any of the rotas, please try and swap with     
someone. Thank you.                                                 
                                                                                  15                                             
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WORK PARTY 
 

We resumed our Work Party on 21st August 2025 after our summer break.  We were all happy 
to be back together. 
Many of our supporters had continued to collect goods for us during the summer break so we 
had a very busy three weeks getting everything packed in boxes. 
By September we had 168 boxes ready to go to Dundee for the start of the journey to Milawi. 
That is the biggest number of boxes we have sent for a while and the cost for the boxes, van 
hire and fuel was Ã3,100.87.  this is only possible by the generous support of our congregation. 
We packed the van on 12th September and thanks to our driver, George Stephen, they were 
delivered to Dundee on 13th September. 
Container No 16  was packed on 16th October and is now on the way to Malawi.  It takes about 
three months to get to Africa. 
The Hope Foundation school has started a porridge feeding programme and they find this 
brings more children in to school.  A small bus has been purchased and this will enable children  
to be taken to sports events they take part in.  It will also be hired out to gain income. 
 

We held our second Coffee Morning of the year 
on 1st November.  We were very well supported 
and managed to raise Ã1,715.00 which puts us 
well on the way to sending our next load of boxes. 
We will finish off with a Christmas lunch on 11th 
December and restart on 8th January 2026. 

Light in the darkness 
 
Lately I have been preaching through a series on Jesus as the light of the 
world and how different people have seen that light (the woman caught in 
adultery, the blind man, the widow who gave her mite). When Jesus spoke 
again to the people, he said, ñI am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.ò (John 8:12, 
NIV).   
 
At this time of year, I am always thinking about light because we are living in ever increasing 
darkness.  I enjoy fire light, candle light, white Christmas lights, fireworks and all these            
variations that make our dark nights brighter.  The contrast of the darkness to the light is stark.  
It is nice to have candles burning in the summer but how much better is it to feel their warmth in 
the dark of winter? We are living in dark times.  The world is in chaos and there is hate, anger, 
war, famine, natural disasters and so much darkness swirling around us. How much more       
visible and beautiful will the light of God be in contrast to all the challenges we face? 
 
Many individuals are living in darkness. There is a hopelessness in our world that is palpable. 
Suicide rates and divorce, broken families and abuse are at record highs but so also is a     
growing interest in the light.  We are seeing hurting people looking for help and walking in the 
doors of our churches. We are hearing about young people who are not satisfied with the     
darkness of this world and are eager to find light in reading the bible.  People are talking about a 
óquiet revivalô or awakening that seems to be sweeping into our land and around the world.  God 
is on the move!  We are beginning to see the Holy Spirit drawing people out of their darkness 
and into the light.   
 
Please pray that we would continue to see more people, families, children, students and young 
adults interested in knowing more about faith.  God works through our lives.  He uses us, as 
dark and sinful as we are, and shines his light through us into the lives of others.  We make   
mistakes but God still loves, forgives and has amazing plans to impact those around us through 
our faithfulness. 
 
During the Advent and Christmas seasons people are even more open to hearing about Godôs 
love.  Be prayerful that others will see his light in you. Be willing to share that light, tell them why 
you have hope despite your challenges.  Be careful not to miss opportunities by being too busy. 
There are many wonderful activities that happen during this time of year but they can distract us 
from the importance of sharing Jesusôs love and light with a hurting world. 
 
Enjoy the warmth of the light this Advent and look for light in unexpected places. Remember 
that even though you might not feel worthy, God looks on you with love and each and every one 
of us can be a conduit for Jesusôs  love and light! To God be the glory and may his light shine 
through our cracks! 
 
May Godôs light and love open your hearts this December and into the New Year! We would 
love to see you in worship and look forward to welcoming you at the special opportunities we 
are offering for prayer, study and fellowship! 
 
In Christôs Love, Rev. Julia 

THE ALPHA COURSE 
At the time of writing, the Alpha Course is well and truly underway, with the consensus of     
opinion suggesting that the rerun of a year ago is ticking more boxes and offering a valuable 
second chance to delve into the scriptures in a most meaningful and distinctive format.. 
A trade mark of Nicky Gumbelôs  ministry combines gentle persuasion with infectious              
enthusiasm, with wit and humour thrown in for good measure, but that said, never by any stretch 
of the imagination irreverent.  Subtitles add another dimension somewhat unobtrusively  ï      
unavailable first time round. 
Pertinent to the foregoing is the challenge to those involved in the breakout groups to offer and 
allow opinions and feelings and showcase testimonies of how the Gospel of our Lord and     
Saviour is real and active in our everyday lives.               The ladies waiting to serve the meal 
The concept of the Alpha Course is a fusion of 
spirituality and hospitality and while the video 
session is always the keystone event of the 
evening, churches vary in the way they present 
the catering element of the proceedings.  The 
New Parish Church decided to offer a meal, not 
as a form of bribery or even an inducement but 
as another way of engaging in fellowship over 
the  table before entering the sanctuary to hear 
Nicky Gumbelôs message for the evening. 
 It is heartening to note that the feedback on the 
course is positive and so encouraging as we  enter the final few weeks in good shape, ready to 
face the formidable challenges, in relative terms, that this world presents to each and every one 
of us as we grow in our Christian faith. 

 

THE ALPHA TEAM 
NOTE ON NICKY GUMBEL 
Born in London during 1955, Nicky is known as the developer of the Alpha Course, a basic     
introduction to Christianity, supported by churches of many Christian traditions. 
Vicar of Holy Trinity Brompton from 2005 ï 2022, he is an author of several Christian books. 


